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COMPARE AND CONTRAST INDENTURED SLAVERY WITH SLAVERY AS LABOR SYSTEMS IN THE 1600S IN THE BRITISH NORTH AMERICAN COLONIES
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Introduction

An indentured servant refers to an employee who is within a system of labor which is not free
. The indentured servant is bound by either a forced or a signed contract to work for a specific employer in a pre-determined period for a particular reason. The employer can sell the laborer to a third party within the period of the signed contract. Most of the servants enter into the agreement to meet certain obligations, for example, a legal requirement such as debt bondage. At the end of the contracts, the indentured servants were given their freedom back and sometimes pieces of land, depending on the agreement. Indentured servitude was common in British North America and was a way for poor Europeans to immigrate to the American colonies where they were contracted in exchange for passage. At the end of their contracts, they had the freedom to either work for themselves or look for another employer. Slavery, on the other hand, refers to a system whereby the principles of property law are applied to people in that the people are bought and sold by other individuals and are unwillingly forced to work for their masters
. In this case, the slaves worked without being paid, and they could not withdraw their services. The economies of the British colonies in North America depended on slavery. Although the slaves and indentured servants were used in different parts of the world for various purposes, the one thing that both the slaves and indentured servants faced was brutality, neglect, and lack of fundamental rights.

Similarities Between Indentured Servitude And Slavery
They were both neglected by their employers who did not care about them and lacked the basic human rights
. According to John, “Many of those slaves we transport from Guinea to America are prepossessed with the opinion, that they are carried like sheep to the slaughter, and that the Europeans are fond of their flesh.” The employers did not care about their servants, and they could sell them at will and bought others whenever they needed them, all they cared for, was for their work to be done. Additionally, their basic human needs such as proper food, housing, and clothing were not catered for by their masters. Some of the laborers could go for days without appropriate meals despite working very hard for their masters. They lived in terrible conditions that included poor housing. If a laborer got time to sleep, they could sleep on dirty floors without something to cover them up. The employers did not care about the cold or the high chances of their laborers getting diseases. Most of the employees died due to the terrible and inhumane conditions, but their masters did not care and continued to neglect them. Regarding clothing, their masters did not care about what they wore; they only wanted work to be done. Those who were lucky were given some clothing for work although it was supposed to be used for quite a long time. 

Both the slaves and the indentured servants could be separated from their families and transported to long distances from their homelands
. The masters did not care about the families of their employees, all that mattered to them was for work to be done. “When a husband or wife has died at sea, when the ship has made more than half of her trip, the survivor must pay or serve not only for himself or herself, but also for the deceased.” After separating the laborers from their families, they were transported to far places to work in for example gardens and the large homesteads of their masters. Communication between the servants and their families was therefore impossible, meaning they did not know how their families were doing or if they were also captured to work as slaves. Some families never saw their people once they were captured to work as laborers because some of the laborers died while working there and there was no communication to relay the news. Coming back was by chance. Children of the slaves also became slaves in instances where they were together with their fathers at their slavery places.
Indentured servants and slaves were treated with brutality and were subject to punishments from their masters
. John states that “these slaves are severely and barbarously treated by their masters, who subsist them poorly, and beat them inhumanly, as may be seen by the scabs and wounds on the bodies of many of them when sold to us.” Their employers did everything that they wanted to the slaves and indentured servitudes including punishing them for transgressions and hunting those who ran away and whipping them whenever they were found. The treatment they received was purely determined by their masters, and it was mostly harsh. Punishments included working for long hours without food and those who did the punishments were required to do it to perfection. Those who were injured while being whipped were not given any treatment or painkillers to help in relieving the pain. The wounds were left to heal on themselves, and some even died due to lack of medical attention.

Differences Between Indentured Servitude And Slavery
Indentured servitude was for a pre-determined period, which was captured in the contracts while slavery could go even for a lifetime, there was no specific period of working
. The indentured servants knew the time that they will work for their masters because there was an agreement in place. They could, therefore, plan for their future since they knew the time that they will get their freedom back. On the contrary, the slaves could not plan for their future as they did not know for how long they will work for their masters. The masters were the determinants of the period their slaves will work for them. Some of the slaves could work even for a lifetime. In some instances, the children of the slaves also became slaves and worked for their masters for a lifetime. 

Indentured servitude was very common in British North America colonies and was a way for poor Europeans to immigrate to the American colonies. They migrate to their colonies to work as indentured servants so that they may have passage albeit costly
. After their contracts expired, they had their freedom back. On the other hand, slaves were mostly Africans who were captured, sold and unwillingly transported to work for other people. Unlike the indentured servitudes, they neither gave their consents nor knew when they would have their freedom back
. Therefore, the slaves could not plan for their future as most of them served for a lifetime, unlike the indentured servants. The slaves also appeared to be more pitiful than the indentured servants who at least had a future of freedom. 

Indentured servitude was more of a business arrangement between the master and their servant because at the end of the contract there was something that that servant was getting in return
. On the contrary, slavery was more of the slave being a property of the master because a slave had no rights and could serve for as long as a lifetime. There was nothing that the slave was getting that could be equated to remuneration or compensation for the work done.

Conclusion

As discussed above, there are both similarities and differences in indentured servitude and slavery. The similarities include brutality, neglect and lack of basic human rights. The differences, on the other hand, include the indentured servants working for an agreed period while the servants were working for as long as a lifetime. Additionally, slaves did not receive any remuneration while the indentured servitude worked for things like getting passages or any other agreed upon amenity. Indentured servitude was, therefore, more of a business arrangement between the master and their servant while slavery was more of being a property of the master
.
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